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praise and recognition from world leaders, es-
pecially from the King of Spain, Juan Carlos I.

Rafael has enjoyed a long and distinguished
career. He is one of the most unique individ-
uals to grace the stage. His contributions to
the Hispanic community are second to none.
I am very honored to be recognizing such a
wonderful individual.
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Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the accomplishments of Mr.
Charles Baxter, proviso township trustee, and
Ms. Marilyn Thurman, school board member
of district 88 of Bellwood, IL, and the alumni,
faculty, students and parents of the Thurgood
Marshall High School, on the occasion of the
dedication and renaming of their high school.

Choosing a name or changing an existing
one is an act of great significance for there is
more force in names than most men dream of.

I commend you on your choice of Thurgood
Marshall, the first African-American to serve
on the U.S. Supreme Court, the only Justice
who experienced segregation in the back of
the bus. Thurgood Marshall demonstrated
leadership and vision in the pursuit of liberty,
conscience, and freedom from oppression, ig-
norance and deprivation throughout his life.

From his early life in Baltimore to the turn of
the century to his retirement in June of 1991,
after serving 24 years on the Court, Marshall
was a man of passion and fury, a pioneering
lawyer who became America’s most prominent
civil rights attorney, winning 29 of the 32 civil
rights cases he argued before the Supreme
Court. His crowning achievement was the de-
cision reached in Brown versus Board of Edu-
cation, which struck down the ‘‘separate but
equal’’ doctrine that had upheld racially seg-
regated schools throughout America.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say to the alum-
ni, faculty and students, you have chosen one
of this century’s greatest American Patriots,
Thurgood Marshall, to rename your school
after, and it is my hope that Thurgood Mar-
shall will serve as an inspiration to each of
you and to future students.

I hope that each of you will not forget these
remarks from Justice Marshall’s 1992 Fourth
of July speech at Philadelphia’s Independence
Hall on our Nation’s 216th birthday:

The battle has not yet been won; we have
barely begun, Americans can do better * * *
America has no choice but to do better to as-
sure justice for all Americans, Afro and
white, rich and poor, educated and
illiterate * * * Our futures are bound to-
gether.

Mr. Speaker, Justice Thurgood Marshall
was the legal conscience of Americans, not
just African-Americans.
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Mr. HOSTETTLER. Mr. Speaker, this week
marks the 45th year that National Engineer’s
Week has been celebrated, and I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize the value of
engineers in our society.

National Engineers Week is celebrated dur-
ing this time of George Washington’s birthday
for a reason. Washington had the educational
background of an engineer and land surveyor
and is considered the Nation’s first engineer.
While President, Washington led a growing
society toward technical advancements, inven-
tion and education. He promoted the construc-
tion of roads, canals, the U.S. Capitol, docks
and ports and the development of manufactur-
ing resources. I have been a registered pro-
fessional engineer for only 3 years, but I have
seen this country’s technology and quality of
life advance tremendously, largely due to its
1.8 million engineers.

An engineer’s skills allow him or her not
only to develop wonderfully creative ideas, but
to bring them to the marketplace where they
can solve problems and improve our standard
of living. This is why we should strongly en-
courage the seventh and eighth graders who
compete in the National Engineers Week fu-
ture city competition. The students who partici-
pate in this national competition present their
designs for cities in the 21st century using
computer simulations and scale models. Many
of these seventh and eighth graders will likely
become the talented engineers of the future,
and they will go on to lead this country well
into the 21st century.

Mr. Speaker, it is encouraging to know that
many of my congressional colleagues are en-
gineers. This fact alone goes to show that
whether they are building a stronger bridge,
designing a safer car or more efficient city,
discovering a helpful drug manufacturing proc-
ess, or making policy in our Nation’s Capital,
engineers contribute to advancing our tech-
nology, promoting the quality of our lives, and
improving our society.
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Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, like most Amer-
icans, I am deeply concerned about the Fed-
eral budget deficit and the need to get our fis-
cal house in order in Washington.

Every family and business in America has
learned to live within their means, and it is
time for the Federal Government to do so as
well.

Clearly, the best way to balance the budget
is to cut spending. There are many programs
on the books right now which we do not need
or cannot afford, such as the $10 billion space
station. I intend to continue my efforts to elimi-
nate these programs, so we can get Federal
spending under control and move toward a
balanced budget.

Spending cuts are not going to do the job,
however, unless we are diligent about apply-
ing the savings we achieve through spending
cuts to deficit reduction.

For that reason, I am strongly opposed to
the so-called middle-class tax cuts which have
been proposed in recent weeks by both the
President and the Congress. Deficit reduction
should be the priority.

If these tax cuts are approved, they will add
approximately $200 billion to the budget deficit
over the next 5 years—more than double the
current budget deficit. In return, most Amer-
ican families can expect to receive a tax cut
of about $400 a year, or little more than a dol-
lar a day.

Put another way, the typical American family
could increase its buying power by about a
cheeseburger a day. That might be good for
McDonald’s, but I am not sure it is so good for
our country at this time.

In fact, given the choice, I am sure that
most families would be willing to forgo a tax
cut at this time if they knew the savings were
being applied to deficit reduction, and not
squandered on other spending programs.

Mr. Speaker, in the long run, deficit reduc-
tion is the best tax cut we can offer the Amer-
ican public. Keeping up the deficit fight means
lower interest rates, lower inflation, and steady
job growth. It means a stronger economy and
a brighter future for our children and grand-
children.

For that reason, I have today introduced a
resolution which expresses the sense of Con-
gress that deficit reduction should be a top pri-
ority, and that the savings we achieve from
spending cuts should be applied primarily to
deficit reduction.

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, last
week, the House, with my strong support, ap-
proved H.R. 872, the National Security Revi-
talization Act, legislation to maintain our na-
tional defense’s strength and credibility, and to
ensure that no U.S. troops are forced to serve
under foreign commands.

This legislation which we have approved, 1
of the 10 points of the Contract With America,
is designed to refocus our Nation’s military pri-
orities. The measure counters the policies of
an administration that has cut the defense
budget too deep, spread U.S. forces too thin
on peacekeeping missions irrelevant to U.S.
security interests, and subordinated U.S. pol-
icy to United Nations dominated goals.

As the chairman of the National Security
Appropriations Subcommittee, I deal on a daily
basis with the costs of providing for our Na-
tion’s defense. In my service on the sub-
committee, I have fought cuts to our defense
budget that I believe place it in dangerous de-
cline. If steps are not taken to reverse this
alarming trend, our ability to defend vital U.S.
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